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LEGENDY POLSKIE

Legendy to jeden z elementéw polskiej
kultury. Maja charakter ludowy i sg ustnie
przekazywane z pokolenia na pokolenie.
Dzieci ucza sie ich w szkole poznajac
historie zwigzane z poczatkiem kraju oraz
wartosci wazne dla narodu. Przyblizmy
kilka najpopularniejszych legend
polskich. LEGENDA O WARSZAWSKIEJ SYRENCE

Bohaterka tej legendy jest piekna syrenka, ktora
podczas podrozy z Battyku na potudnie
postanowita odpoczac¢ na brzegu Wisty. Tak jej sie

LEGENDA O SMOKU WAWELSKIM

Legenda opowiada o Smoku Wawelskim, czyli spodobato miejsce, ze postanowita zostaé tu na
o stworze zamieszkujacym jame pod wawelskim dtuzej. Miata piekny gtos, ktéry pewien chciwy
wzgdrzem. Terroryzowat mieszkancow grodu kupiec chciat wykorzystac¢, pokazujac syrenke na
Kraka, zgdajac od nich ofiar w postaci bydta lub jarmarkach. Porwat jg podstepem i uwiezit

ludzi. Wielu rycerzy prébowato go pokonac, w drewnianej skrzyni. Syrenka byta nieszczeéliwa,
jednak udato sie to dopiero mtodemu szewcowi a jej ptacz ustyszat syn rybaka, ktéry uwolnit ja

o imieniu Skuba. Zrobit to za sprawg sprytnej wraz ze swoimi kolegami. Wdzieczna syrenka
sztuczki. Postawit przed smoczg jama barana przyrzekta rybakom, ze zawsze bedzie strzec ich
wypchanego siarka. Gtodny smok pozart grodu, ktéry z czasem przerodzit sie w piekne
barana, jednak siarka sprawita, ze poczut bol miasto — Warszawe. Wizerunek syrenki uzbrojonej
i palenie w gardle, ktore probowat ugasic, pijac W miecz i tarcze umieszczono w herbie Warszawy.
wode z Wisty. Pit jg tak dtugo, az pekt. Wdzigczni W stolicy znajduje sie tez wiele pomnikéw
mieszkaﬁcy nagrodzili Szewca za SWOje Zas{ugi. przedstawiajatcych syrene, a najpopu[arniejszy
Pomnik Smoka Wawelskiego mozna zobaczy¢ z nich mozna zobaczy¢ nad Wista.

w Krakowie w okolicy zamku na Wawelu.

LEGENDA O LECHU,
CZECHU I RUSIE

To legenda opowiadajgca o poczatkach panstwa
polskiego. Jej bohaterami sg bracia, Lech, Czech

i Rus, ktérzy poszukujgc nowego miejsca na
osiedlenie, trafili na piekne tereny potozone miedzy
Wistg a Odrg. Na jednym z pagorkow dostrzegli
roztozysty dab, na ktérym swoje gniazdo zbudowat
biaty orzet. Ptak, widzac ludzi, rozpostart skrzydta

i wzbit sie w powietrze. Widok orta na tle
zachodzacego stonca zachwycit Lecha. Uznat on,

ze jest to znak, by osigsc¢ tu na state. Zatozyt w tym
miejscu swoj grod, ktdry nazwat Gnieznem. Jego
godtem zostat biaty orzet na czerwonym tle.
Mieszkarncy Polski przez dtugi czas byli nazywani
Lechitami od imienia zatozyciela grodu, czyli Lecha.
Z kolei pozostali bracia ruszyli na potudnie i tam
—— zatozyli swoje panstwa — Czechy i Rus.
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LEGENDA O BAZYLISZKU

Legenda o Bazyliszku jest legendg warszawska.
Opowiada ona o straszliwym potworze, ktory
za sprawg swojego spojrzenia zamieniat ludzi
w kamien. Bazyliszek byt ucigzliwy dla
mieszkancéw Warszawy — nocami wzniecat
pozary i niszczyt wszystko, co napotkat po
drodze. Wielu Smiatkéw préobowato pokonac
stwora, ale bezskutecznie. Dopiero niepozorny
krawczyk podotat temu wyzwaniu, pokonujac
Bazyliszka jego wtasng bronia. Wyciggnat przed
siebie lustro i obudzit stwora hatasem.

Gdy tylko ten podnidst teb, zobaczyt wtasne
odbicie i skamieniat. Przestraszony chtopak
wypuscit z rak lustro, ktére rozbito sie na wiele
kawatkow. Fragmenty lustra zaczety odbijac
wpadajgce do pomieszczenia promienie
stoneczne, co sprawito, ze wszystkie kamienne
posagi z powrotem staty sie ludzmi.

LEGENDA O POPIELU

Ta historia uchodzi za najstarszg polskg
legende! Opowiada ona o okrutnym ksieciu
Popielu, ktéry wtadat grodem w Kruszwicy.
Jego zona Gerda zachecata go, by pozbyt sie
stryjéw, poniewaz mogli pozbawi¢ go tronu.
Za namowa zony ksigze zaprosit krewnych do
zamku. Gerda potajemnie wsypata trucizne do
dzbana miodu, z ktérego pili nie
podejrzewajacy nic stryjowie. Nocag zmusita
meza, by pomadgt jej ukryc¢ ten haniebny czyn,
wrzucajgc stryjow do jeziora Gopto. Po tym
wydarzeniu Popiel stawat sie coraz bardziej
nieczuty na krzywde innych.

B PL

Jednak pewnego dnia zaczeta spetniac sie
przepowiednia moéwigca o tym, ze zjedzg go myszy.
Popiel i Gerda ukryli sie na wiezy przed tysiacami
gryzoni. Jednak myszy wdarty sie takze tutaj,
pozerajac okrutnego ksiecia i jego zone za ich zte
czyny. Od tej pory wieza ta nazywana jest Mysig
Wieza.

LEGENDA O TWARDOWSKIM

W Krakowie zyt szlachcic, Jan Twardowski.

Byt wyksztatcony, kochat nauke, interesowat sie
rowniez magia i alchemia. Za otrzymanie mocy
czarowania Twardowski zawart pakt z diabtem.
Jego ceng byta dusza szlachcica. Twardowski
zgodzit sie na to, ale postawit warunek: diabet
bedzie mdogt go zabrac woéwczas, gdy ten pojawi
sie w Rzymie. Twardowski zyskat niezwykte moce:
wyczarowat ogromnego koguta, ktérego dosiadat
jak konia, ruszyt w podréz po Rzeczpospolitej

i czynit dobro: uzdrawiat ludzi i zwierzeta,
odmtodzit wtodarza Bydgoszczy, na prosbe kréla
Zygmunta Augusta przywotat ducha zmartej
krolowej na jednym z zamkowych luster. Mijaty
lata, a Twardowski ani myslat udac sie do Rzymu,
co ztoscito diabta. Czart wpadt na pomyst: zmienit
sie w chtopa i poprosit Twardowskiego o pomoc
w uzdrowieniu chorej matki. Czarnoksieznik udat
sie z nim do pobliskiej karczmy, gdzie miata
znajdowac sie kobieta. Gdy przekroczyli prog
gospody, diabet przybrat swoja postac, oznajmit
Twardowskiemu, ze umowa sie dopetnita, bo
»Karczma ta Rzym sie nazywa”, porwat
Twardowskiego i uniost do piekta. Ten zaczat
jednak odmawiaé modlitwe do Matki Swietej - juz
po pierwszych stowach diabet zaczat stabngc,

a pod koniec puscit Twardowskiego i uciekt.

A ze byto to tuz nad Ksiezycem, tam wtasnie spadt
szlachcic - podobno siedzi tam do dzis

i z wysokosci tesknie patrzy na Ziemie.
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NOJIbCbKI JIETEHAW

JlereHAN € OAHNM 3 €/1IeMEHTIB NONbCbKOi
KyNbTypu. BoHU MaloTb HapogHWiA
XapakTep | nepefaloTbCs YCHO 3
NOKOJIIHHA B NOKONIHHA. [ITU BUBYAaOTb
X y WKO/I, 3HAMOMAAUUCH 3 ICTOPIAMM,
NoB’A3aHUMM 3 NOYATKOM KpaiHU Ta
LIHHOCTAMMW, BRXXIMBMMU 4151 HaLIi.
MNpubnnsmmo Kibka HainonynsApHILLNX
NoNbCbKUX NIereHA.

NETEHAA NMPO BABE/IbCbKOIo APAKOHA

ereHzia pos3rosigace npo BaBesibCbKOro ApakoHa,
TO6TO NPO CTBOPIHHSA, LLIO XWJI0 B NeYepl nij,
BaBenbCbkuM narop6om. BoHo Tepopusysano
MeLluKaHLIB MicTa Kpaka, BMMaratouu Bif HUX
XepTB Yy BUMIAAI XyAobu abo ntogein. barato
NMLapIB HaMaraamcs Koro nepemorTu, ane
BZa10Cs Le nLle MOJIOAO0MY LLEBLIO Ha IM'S
Cky6a. BIH 3po6uB Lie 3a 40MOMOroH XUTPOro
Tproky. [ocTaBmB nepej ApakoHOM bapaHa,
HaYMHEHOro CIPKo. N0N0AHNIA APaKOH 3'iB
6apaHa, ane cipka BUKAMKana 61b | NeYIHHA B
rop/i, iKke BIH HamMarascs 3aracuTu, n'roum Bogy 3
Bicnwn. BIH NB Tak A0OBro, Moku He IycHyB. BAAYHI
XWUTeNl HaropoAnIN LLeBLA 3a NOro 3acnyru.
Mam'aTHUK BaBenbCbKOMY ApakoHYy MOXHA
nobaunTtn B Kpakosli 61511 3aMKy Ha Basen.

NETEHAA MNMPO BAPLUABCbKY CUPEHY

lepoiHeto L€l IereHAN € NpekpacHa cMpeHa, sika
ni4 Yac NoAopoXKI 3 banTuKm Ha MiBAEHb BMpILWNAA
BIANOUNTY Ha 6epesi Bichu. Il Tak cnogo6anocs ue
Micue, Lo BOHa BMPILWLNAA 3aNULLINTNCS TYT AOBLLUE.
Y Hei 6yB UyAOBW FrON0C, AKNIA OANH XagI6HWIA
KyneLb XOTIB BUKOPUCTATK, MOKa3yroumn cMpeHy Ha
ApMapkax. BiIH XUTpICTIO BUKpPAB 1T 1 3aMKHYB Y
AepeB'sHIN ckpuHI. CnpeHa byna HewlacHa, I i naay
NOYyB CUH pUBaNKK, AKMNIA 3BIIBHUB ii Pa3oMm 3l
CBOIMM ApYy3aMU. BasuHa cupeHa noobiusna
prbankam, Lo 3aBXAM byse OXOPOHATU IXHE MICTO,
sIKe 3roloM NepeTBOPUNOCH Ha NPeKpPacHe MICTO —
BapwaBy. O6pa3 cMpeHu, 036pO€EHOT MeyeM |
LWnTOoM, 6yB NOMILLEHWIA Ha rep6b Bapiasu. Y
CTONMLI TAaKOX € 6araTo Nam'aTHUKIB, LLLO
306paXxytoTb CUPEHY, | HANMONYAAPHILNGA 3 HUX
MOXHa nobaunTn Ha Bicl

NETEHAA MPO NEXA,
YEXA I PYCA

Lie nereHza npo noyaTku rnosibCLKOI JepXKaBu. Ii
reposmu € bpaTtu Jlex, Yex 1 Pyc, Ak, LIyKatoum HoBe
MIcLe 415 NOCeNIeHHs, HaTpanuan Ha Kpacusl
TepuTopli M Bicnhoto 1 Ogepom. Ha ogHomy 3
narop61B BOHM Mob6aunam posnoruii ay6, Ha aKomy
6111 open 36yAyBaB CBOE rHI340. NTax, nobaunsLLn
nojein, posnpasuvB Kpuaa | NIAHABCA B NOBITPSA. Bug
opna Ha TAl 3axoAy CoHUdA Bpasus Jlexa. BiH Bupiwus,
LU0 Lie 3HaK 3anMLWUTNCA TYT Ha3aBXAaW. BIH 3acHyBaB
y LibOMY MICLYl MICTO, sike Ha3BaB IHe3Ho. Moro rep6om
cTaB 61114 open Ha YepBOHOMY T/I. MeLuKaHL|
MonbLy AOBrMiA Yac Has3mBanucs JlexitfaMun Ha YecTb
3aCHOBHMKa MICTa, TO6TO flexa. IHLWI 6paTn BUpyLIUAK
Ha NIBAEHb | TaM 3aCHYyBaNu CBOT Aepxxasn — Yexito |
Pycb.
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NETEHAA MNMPO BASUILWIKA

NereHpa npo basuniwka € BapLLaBCbKOKO
nereHAaor0. BoHa po3noBigae Npo cTpaLLHoro
MOHCTpa, AKUIA CBOIM MOrNsS40M NepeTBOPOBaB
nojen Ha KaMiHb. ba3nniwok 6yB BaXKOH
npo6aemMoto Ana Xutenis BapLuasu — BHOYI BIH
niagnNantoBas OyANHKM | 3HMLLYBAB yce, Lo
3yCTpIYaB Ha CBOEMY LWNSAXy. barato cminveuis
Hamaranamcsi nepemMorT YyJ0BUCLKO, ane
6e3ycniwHo. Jlne HeBeMKNI KpaBeLb 3MIT
3p0natn basunilwka rMoro X BAacHo 36poeto. BiH
BMCTaBMB MNepes coboto A3epKaso | po3byans
UYyAO0BUCLKO LWYMOM. LLIoViHO TOW MIAHSIB rosoBy,
nobaynB CBOE BIZOOPaKEHHS | CKaM'AHIB.
MepensikaHWIi xnoneLb BUNYCTUB 3 PYK A3epKaso,
sIKe po36maocs Ha 6e3/11Y LLIMATOYKIB. YNamMKun
A3epKana noyanu BIABMBATI COHAYHI MPOMEHI,
LLIO MOTPanNuAKN A0 KIMHATK, | BCI KaM'AHI CTaTyi
3HOBY CTaNN NHOABMMU.

NETrEHAA NMPO NONENA

Lis icTopist BBaXKa€eTbCA HalCTapILLIO
NoNbCbKOo NlereHAo! BoHa po3noBigae npo
XKOPCTOKOro KHs35 [Monens, Ak1ii NnpaBmB
MicToM y Kpywusuuy. Moro apyxuHa Fepaa
3a0x04yBana moro nNo3byTmca Aa4bKIB,
OCKITbKW BOHV MOF/IM M036aBUTU AOT0 TPOHY.
Ha npoxaHHs ApYy>XMHW KHA3b 3anpocuB
poaundyiB 1o 3aMKy. l'epaa TaEMHO nigcmnana
OTPYTY B re4nK Meay, 3 AKoro nuam HIYoro He
niJo3pHotoYI ASAbKK. BHOUI BOHa 3Mycmna
YON0BIKA AOMOMOITH ih MPMXOBaTU Liel
raHe6HMIN BUNHOK, KMHYBLUW ASABKIB Y 03€p0
Fonno. Mcnsa ylei noali NMonenb ctaBaB Aedan
61/1bLL 6ANAYKMM A0 YYXKOro ropsl. .

Ane 04HOro AHA no4ana 34IMCHIBATNCA NpopoYa
061usHKa, Wo oro 3'igaTe muwi. NMonene | Mepaa

CXOBaNVCA Ha BeXI BIA TUCAY FPU3YHIB. Asie MULLI

JICTanncs 1 croau, 3'IBLUM XXOPCTOKOrO KHA3S | A0ro
APYXMHY 3a IXHI MoraHI BUNHKN. BiAToAl L0 BeXyY

Ha3nBalTb MMLLIAYOKD BEXELD

NETEHAA MNPO TBAPAOBCbHLKOIO

Y KpakoBl XunB WnaxTny g+ TBapAoBCbLKUIA. BIH 6yB
OCBIYEHUI, NOBUNB HayKy, TaKOX LIIKaBMBCA MarlEr Ta
anxiMmieto. LLLlo6 oTpmmati MariuHi 3416HOCTI,
TBapA0BCLKWNIA YKNaB yroay 3 AnsBoaoM. Moro LiHow
6yna gywa wnsaxtmya. TBapAoBCbLKNM NOroAMBCA Ha
Le, ane nocTaBMB YMOBY: AMSABOJT 3MOXe NOro
3abpaTu nvLle ToAl, KOAn TON 3’aBUTbCSA B PuMl.
TBapAOBCbKMIA 3406yB HaA3BMYalHI 3416HOCTI:
CTBOPWB BEINYE3HOrO MIBHS, AKOro oCiAnasB,
noAopoxysas no Peui MNocnonuTii | TBOpMB A06pO:
3LN19B SI0Ael | TBApUH, OMOJIOAXKYBAB CTapIALLINHY
Bugrowl, Ha npoxaHHsa kopons CurismyHAa ABrycra
BUKIMKAB AyX MOKINHOI KOPOSEBU Ha OAHOMY I3
3aMKOBUX A3epkan. MvHaB yac, a TBapA0BCbKN He
36mpaBscs ixatn 4o Pumy, Lo agpaTyBasio AUsiBOAa.
YopT npnaymas nnaH: BIH NepeTBOPUBCS Ha
censiHMHa 1 nonpocvB TBapAOBCLKOro 40NOMOITH
3LIINTY XBOPY MaTIp. YapIiBHUK BUPYLUMB 3 HAM 0
HaMBANXKYOro LLUNHKY, Ae Mana byTu XIHka. LLloliHo
BOHM NepecTynunam Nopir KOpuMmn, ANABONA HabyB
CBOEI CNPaBXHbOi GopmMU | 3a9B1B TBapAOBCLKOMY,
L0 YroZa BMKOHaHa, 60 «Kopuma us 3BeTbCs PUm»,
cxonvB TBapAOBCLKOrO I MOHIC MOro Ao nekna. OgHak
TOI NoYaB 4YnTaTu MonnUTBY Ao CeAToi MaTepi —
LLOVIHO BMMOBWB NepLUl C/10Ba, ANSIBO NOYaB
cnabwatu, a HanpUKIHLI BIANYCTUB TBapAOBCHKOrO |
BTIK. OCKINIbKIM Le cTanocd akpas Hag Micauem, came
TYAW 1A yNaB WASXTUY — KaXyTb, L0 BIH A0CI CUANTb
TaM I 3 BUCOTU CYMHO AVBUTLCA Ha 3eMJIt0.
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NOJIbCKWE JIETEHADI

NereHAbl ABNAIOTCA OAHUM M3 3/IEMEHTOB
NoNbCKOW KyNbTypbl. OHU NMeloT
HapoAHbIA XapaKTep U NnepeaatoTcA YCTHO
M3 NOKOJIEHUs B NOKOJIeHMe. [leTn nsy4varwTt
WX B LLKOJIe, 3HAKOMSCb C UCTOPUAMM,
CBSI3aHHbIMM C HAYaJI0M CTPaHbI U
LLeHHOCTSIMU, BaXKHbIMU /1Sl HAaLUW.
Mo3HaKOMMMCSA C HECKO/IbKMMU CaMbIMU
NonyNsipHbIMM NOJIbCKUMM NereHgamm.

NETEHAA O BABE/IbCKOM APAKOHE

JlereHpaa pacckasbiBaeT 0 BaBenbckom
APaKoHe, TO eCTb O CyLLIeCTBe, X1BLUEeM B
newepe noj Basensckrim xonmom. OH
TeppopusnpoBsas xutenei ropoga Kpaka,
Tpebys OT HNX XXepTB B BU/e CKOTa NN
nogeni. MHoruve pbluapu NbiTaancb ero
no6eAnTb, HO Yan0Ck 3TO TO/ILKO MOI0AOMY
canoXHuky no nmeHn Ckyba. OH caenan 31o ¢
NMOMOLLIbIO XUTPOW ynoBKW. [ocTaBua nepes
newyepon pakoHa bapaHa, HabuToro cepon.
FronogHbIN ApakoH cben 6apaHa, Ho cepa
Bbl3BaJia y Hero 60/b 1 XOKeHve B ropie,
KOTOpPOE OH MOonbITaNACA YTONINTb, HaNMBLUUCH
BOZAbI U3 Brcabl. OH N eé Tak A0Jro, noka
He flonHyn. brarogapHblie XXUTenu Harpaannmu
CanoXHuKa 3a ero 3acnyru. MamMaTHUK
BaBenbckomy ApakoHY MOXHO yBUAETL B
Kpakose, B paioHe 3amKa Ha Basene.

NEFEHAA O BAPLUABCKOI CUPEHE

lepoviHeli 3To NereHbl ABNSETCA NpekpacHas
CUpeHa, KoTopas, nyTellecTsys ¢ banTnku Ha tor,
pelunna oTAOXHYTb Ha bepery Bucnebl. Eii Tak
NOHPAaBWIOCh 3TO MECTO, YTO OHa peLlnia OCTaTbCa
3/eCb HAA0r0. Y Heé 6bl1 KPpacUBbI Fo10C, KOTOPbIW
HeKWI XXagHbIM KyrneLw, 3aX0Ten UCMoib30BaTh,
nokasblBas CMpeHy Ha spmMapkax. OH NoxuTna eé
06MaHOM v 3anep B AepeBAHHOM fLmke. CnpeHa bbiia
Hec4acTHa, 1 eé naay ycibiwan CbiH pblbaka, KOTopbIi
0CBO6OANN €€ BMeCTe CO CBOUMMU APY3bAMMU.
BnarogapHas cupeHa noobelana poibakam, 4YTo Bceraa
byAeT OXpaHATb X FOpoJ, KOTOPbIA CO BpEMEHeM
npeBpaTuICa B NpekpacHbIi ropos — BapLuasy.
N306paxeHne cmpeHbl C MEYOM U LLINTOM MOMeLLeHO
Ha repbe BapuiaBbl. B cTonmue Takke HaXoANTCS MHOTO
NaMATHMKOB, N306paKatoLLMX CUPEHY, a CaMblii
NONyNsPHbIA U3 HUX MOXHO YBUAeTb Haj Bucnoii.

NETEHAA O JIEXE, YEXE
" PYCE

STa nereHja pacckasblBaeT O Hayane noabCckoro
rocypapcrea. E€ reposamu saBnstoTca 6patbsa Jlex, Yex un Pyc,
KOTOpble, 1A HOBOE MeCTO A8 NOoCeNeHNs, HAaTKHY/ICb Ha
npekpacHble 3eMAu, PacrosioXXeHHble Mexay Bucnoi n
OpepoM. Ha 0f4HOM 13 XO/IMOB OHU 3aMeTUIN PaCKUANCTbI
Ay6, Ha KOTOPOM 6enbili Opén CBUA CBOE rHe340. YBUAEB
ntogel, NTuua pacnpasuia Kpblibs 1 B3Mbla B BO34yx. Bug
opJia Ha poHe 3axogsLLero conHua BocxmTua JSlexa. OH
MocYMTan 3T0 3HaKOM, YTO6bI MOCENUTBLCS 34eCb HaBceraa. B
3TOM MecCTe OH OCHOBAas CBOW ropoy, Ha3sas ero He3Ho. Ero
repbom ctan 6enblii Opén Ha KpacHoM ¢oHe. Xutenei
MonbLuun gonroe BpemMs HasbiBaau JlexmtaMmm no MMeHu
ocHoBaTens ropoaa, To ectb Jlexa. B cBoto ouepegb,
oCTajibHble 6paTbs OTAPABUINCE Ha KT 1 TaM OCHOBaAn
CBOM rocygapcrea — Yexuo n Pyce.
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NETEHAA O BASUJTNCKE

INlereHpaa o Bacunncke — 3To BapLUaBCKas
nereHga. OHa pacckasbiBaeT O CTPALLHOM
YyZ0BYILLEe, KOTOPOEe CBOVM B3rNA40M
npeBpaLyano ngen B kKaMeHb. Bacmnnck 6bin
obpemeHuTeNneH Ans Xxutener Bapluasbl — no
HOYaM OH MOAXMWran AOMa 1 paspyLUan BCE,
YTO BCTpeYan Ha cBOém nyTn. MHoruve
CMenbYakn NbITaAncb NobeanTb YyAOBULLE, HO
6e3ycnewHo. ToIbKO He3aMeTHbI MOPTHOMN
CNpPaBUICA C 3TUM UCNbITaHWEM, NobeanB
BaCUINCKA ero xe opyxueM. OH NPOTAHYN
nepej cobow 3epkano 1 pasbyann yygosuLe
LLYMOM. Kak TOIbKO OHO MOAHSA/0 rON0BY,
yBUZeno CBOE OTPaXKeHre N OKaMeHeno.
NcnyraHHbIM FOHOLLA BIPOHWA 3epKano,
KOTopoe pa3bnnocb Ha MHOXEeCTBO OCKOJIKOB.
OcKonKM 3epkana Havanm oTpaxaTb
nonajasLuvie B NOMeLLeHNe CONHeYHble Nly4n,
YTO NPUBENO K TOMY, YUTO BCE KAMEHHble CTaTyun
CHOBA CTanu NOAbMMU.

NETEHAA O NOMNENE

JTa NCTOPUSA CUNTAETCH CaMOI CTapon
nonbCcKow nereHgon! OHa pacckasbiBaeT O
XeCTOKOM KHs3e lNonene, KOTopbIA NpaBun
ropozgom B Kpywusuue. Ero xxeHa lepaa

noAcTpekana ero n3baBuUTbLCA OT ASAEN, TaK Kak
OHM MOTU INLWNTL ero TPoHa. Mo CoBEeTY XeHbl

KHA3b rnpurnacnn poaoctBeHHMKOB B 3aMOK.

B RU

lepaa TalHO noAckinana A4 B KyBLUNH C MEAOM,
13 KOTOPOro NN HUYEro He Nojo3pesBasLUne
AAAN. HOUbo OHa 3acTaBu/ia My>Xa NomMoYb ein
CKPbITb 3TO MO30pPHOE AesHune, CopocnB Asjen
B 03epo [onno.llocne 3Toro lNonenb
CTaHOBWJICA BCé 6onee 6e3pas/iNyHbIM K
cTpagaHnam apyrux. OgHaKko ofHaxAbl Havano
cbbIBaTLCA NpejCKas3aHme 0 TOM, YTOo ero
Cbeat Mbiwn. MNMonenb 1 N'epga cnpatanncs B
6aLliHe OT ThbICAY rpbI3yHOB. OAHAKO MbILUW
NPOPBaNNCh U CHOAa, CbeB XXeCTOKOro KHA3A U
€ro >XeHy 3a nx 3nble geaHnsa. C Tex nop 3ty
6aLlHI0 Ha3blBalOT MbILUVHOWM baluHel.

NETEHAA O TBAPAOBCKOM

B KpakoBe »xwun wnaxtny A+ TBapA0BCKUNA,
KOTOPbIN PaAn Marnyeckor Cu/bl 3aKAH4N
cAenky ¢ AbABONOM. TBapAOBCKUA MOCTaBU
yC/i0BMe, UTO AbSIBOJ 3a6epéT ero AyLy TO/IbKO
B Pvme. C moMOLLbIO Marvvi OH cosepLuan
fobpble aena, n MHOro net nsberan Puma, uem
3n1un gbsasona. OgHaxabl 4bSBO 3aMaHW ero B
KOpPUYMY, Ha3BaHHYH «PM», 1 nonbITancs
yTawuTh B aA. TBapA0BCKUN HaYan MONNTBLCS,

1 AbsiBON ocnab. LnaxTmy ynan Ha JlyHy, rae, no
nereHje, oCTaéTcsa A0 CUX Nop, rMAaa C TOCKOW
Ha 3emto.
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POLISH LEGENDS

Legends are one of the elements of Polish
culture. They have a folk character and are
passed down orally from generation to
generation. Children learn them at school,
becoming familiar with stories related to
the beginnings of the country and values
important to the nation. Let's take a closer
look at some of the most popular Polish
legends.

THE LEGEND OF THE WAWEL DRAGON

The legend tells a story of the Wawel Dragon, a
creature living in a cave beneath the Wawel
Hill. It terrorized the inhabitants of Krak's
stronghold, demanding sacrifices in the form
of cattle or people. Many knights tried to
defeat it, but it was finally overcome by a
young shoemaker named Skuba. He did this by
a clever trick. He placed a sheep stuffed with
sulfur in front of the dragon's lair. The hungry
dragon devoured the sheep, but the sulfur
caused pain and burning in its throat, which it
tried to extinguish by drinking water from the
Vistula River. It drank so much that it burst.
Grateful residents rewarded the shoemaker for
his deeds. The Wawel Dragon monument can
be seen in Krakow near the Wawel Castle.
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THE LEGEND OF THE WARSAW MERMAID

The protagonist of this legend is a beautiful mermaid
who, during a journey from the Baltic Sea to the south,
decided to rest on the banks of the Vistula River. She
liked the place so much that she decided to stay
longer. She had a beautiful voice, which a greedy
merchant wanted to exploit by showing the mermaid
at fairs. He cunningly kidnapped her and imprisoned
her in a wooden box. The mermaid was unhappy, and
her crying was heard by a fisherman's son, who, along
with his friends, freed her. The grateful mermaid
promised the fishermen that she would always
protect their town, which eventually grew into the
beautiful city of Warsaw. The image of the mermaid
armed with a sword and shield was placed on the
Warsaw coat of arms. There are also many statues of
the mermaid in the capital, and the most popular one
can be seen on the Vistula River.

THE LEGEND OF LECH,
CZECH, AND RUS

This legend tells a story about the origins of the
Polish state. Its heros are brothers Lech, Czech, and
Rus, who, searching for a new place to settle, came
across beautiful lands between the Vistula and Oder
rivers. On one of the hills, they saw a sprawling oak
tree where a white eagle had built its nest. The bird,
seeing the people, spread its wings and took to the
sky. The sight of the eagle against the backdrop of
the setting sun impressed Lech. He decided that this
was a sign to settle here permanently. He established
atown in this place, which he named Gniezno. Its
emblem became a white eagle on a red background.
The inhabitants of Poland were long called Lechites
after the founder of the town, Lech. The other
brothers went south and founded their states -
Czechia and Rus.
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THE LEGEND OF THE BASILISK

The legend of the Basilisk is a Warsaw tale. It
tells a story of a terrifying monster that turned
people into stone with its gaze. The Basilisk
was troublesome for the residents of Warsaw -
at night, it started fires and destroyed
everything in its path. Many brave men tried to
defeat the creature, but without success. Only
a modest tailor managed to win with the
Basilisk using its own weapon. He held up a
mirror and woke the creature with noise. As
soon as it lifted its head, it saw its reflection
and turned to stone. The frightened boy
dropped the mirror, which shattered into many
pieces. The fragments began to reflect the
sun's rays entering the room, which caused all
the stone statues to become people again.

THE LEGEND OF POPIEL

This story is considered the oldest Polish
legend! It tells of the cruel prince Popiel, who
ruled the town of Kruszwica. His wife Gerda
encouraged him to get rid of his uncles, as
they could deprive him of the throne. At his
wife's urging, the prince invited his relatives
to the castle. Gerda secretly poisoned a
pitcher of mead from which the unsuspecting
uncles drank. At night, she forced her
husband to help her hide the heinous act by
throwing the uncles into Lake Gopto. After
this event, Popiel became increasingly
indifferent to the suffering of others.

B EN

But one day, a prophecy began to come true,
stating that he would be eaten by mice. Popiel and
Gerda hid in a tower from thousands of rodents.
But the mice got in there as well, devouring the
cruel prince and his wife for their evil deeds. Since
then, this tower has been called the Mouse Tower.

THE LEGEND OF TWARDOWSKI

In Krakow, there lived a nobleman, Jan Twardowski.
He was educated, he loved science, and was also
interested in magic and alchemy. To gain magical
powers, Twardowski made a pact with the devil. The
price was the nobleman's soul. Twardowski agreed to
this but set a condition: the devil could only take him
when he appeared in Rome. Twardowski gained
extraordinary powers: he conjured a giant rooster,
which he rode like a horse, traveled around the
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, and did good
deeds: he healed people and animals, rejuvenated the
ruler of Bydgoszcz, and at the request of King
Sigismund Augustus, summoned the spirit of the
deceased queen on one of the castle's mirrors. Years
passed, and Twardowski had no intention of going to
Rome, which angered the devil. The devil came up
with a plan: he turned into a peasant and asked
Twardowski for help in healing his sick mother. The
magician went with him to a nearby inn where the
woman was supposed to be. As soon as they crossed
the threshold of the inn, the devil assumed his true
form and told Twardowski that the agreement had
been fulfilled because "This inn is called Rome," he
seized Twardowski, and carried him to hell. However,
Twardowski began reciting a prayer to the Holy
Mother - after just the first words, the devil began to
weaken, and by the end, he released Twardowski and
fled. And as this happened just above the Moon, the
nobleman fell there - it's said but he still sits there
today, looking longingly down at Earth.
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